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Welcome from the Head Teacher 

Welcome to Hillside Primary School. We are a small and friendly school 

located in the village of Bradwell and set on large grounds. We have 210 

pupils and a highly skilled, dedicated and caring staff. We firmly believe in 

developing the whole child and that every child is entitled to a rich, broad, 

creative, challenging and fun curriculum where they can grow into 

independent and successful individuals. We enrich the curriculum with visits 

and visitors and a selection of clubs and activities, encouraging pupils to 

develop their creative and sporting potential as well as their academic 

abilities. 

We also have on site a Nursery (Good with Outstanding features - Ofsted 

2015) and a Specialist Resource Base (SRB) for Cognition and Learning 

which delivers short-term targeted support for children from local schools. 

On our most recent inspection (June 2014), Ofsted described us as a good 

school where: 

   Pupils feel safe and have good attitudes to learning 

   Teachers have high expectations for pupils’ learning 

 Effective teaching ensures that pupils are making good progress   

throughout the school 

 

I hope you enjoy our prospectus and find all the information that you are 

looking for. Please don’t hesitate to contact us should you wish to find out 

more about the school or would like to arrange a visit and witness for 

yourself the high quality education and care that we provide for all of our 

pupils. 

 

 

 

Mr Simon Minter  



Our Vision 

Hillside Primary School will be a happy place of excellence, where 

everyone can recognise and achieve their full potential in all areas of their 

development. 

It will be – 

 A place of learning, where everyone is successful. 

 A place that fosters relationships, where everyone is respected. 

 A place of acceptance, where everyone is valued. 

 A place of belonging, where everyone is welcomed and safe. 

Our place of learning will be 

 proactive in making sure that every child achieves their full potential 

in all areas of their learning 

 ambitious for each one of our children 

 dynamic in its approach – everyone should enjoy their learning 

 stimulating – a place where learning LOOKS exciting 

Our teaching will be 

 high quality, leading to successful learning 

 tailored to the needs of our children 

 fun, purposeful and challenging 

 designed to raise standards and ensure good progress in every class 

 proactive in building confidence in each child, and equipping 

him/her with  skills for lifelong learning 

 reflective – we will constantly strive to find better ways to do things 

Our school community will be 

 inclusive – everyone (children, staff, parents, governors) is important 

 caring – we will make time for people, and they will feel safe to 

express ideas and take risks 

 respectful – everyone’s needs, talents and viewpoints will be 

considered 

 enabling – everyone deserves the best possible conditions to learn 

and to teach 

 outward-looking – we will work in partnership with other schools and 

groups, to strengthen our own 

 aware of everyone’s need to be and feel safe 

We will use our vision to judge everything that we do, and we will make our 

values clear in all aspects of our work. 



Learning 

 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

On admission to the Reception year, teachers will talk to 

parents/carers about their children’s needs, interests and stages 

of development.  An enjoyable but challenging curriculum is 

planned based on the following; 

 Personal, social and emotional development 

 Communication, language and literacy 

 Physical development 

 Playing and exploring 

 Active learning 

 Creating and thinking critically 

 

The children will be assessed in these areas using the Foundation Stage 

Profile and a variety of techniques, such as Tapestry (online learning journal 

used by both staff and parents).  Teaching and learning is tailored to the 

needs of individual children with a strong emphasis on phonics, reading 

and early maths skills.  Strong home-school links and clear lines of 

communication support children, teachers and parents. 



Key Stage 1 

This stage covers Years 1 and 2.  We ensure that the pupils’ 

experiences of the new National Curriculum (2014) at KS1 are rich, 

broad, creative, challenging and fun.  Parents will receive 

information on what their child will be covering on a termly basis. 

Daily English and Maths lessons ensure children are able to learn and 

consolidate skills. A blend of support and increased independence 

promotes children’s sense of responsibility as learners. Opportunities are 

provided for children to work as practically as possible and to use a wide 

range of resources to further their learning in an enjoyable and exciting 

way. Teachers use ongoing assessments to inform their planning. The 

children are assessed at the end of Key stage 1 through the required 

national assessment system (SATs) which involves standardised tests and 

teachers’ assessment of progress. 

Key Stage 2 

This stage covers Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  We ensure that the pupils’ 

experiences of the new National Curriculum (2014) at KS2 are rich, 

broad, creative, challenging and fun.  Parents will receive 

information on what their child will be covering on a termly basis. 

Daily English and Maths lessons ensure children are able to learn, 

consolidate and master skills. Children are encouraged to embrace 

challenge, take risks and have greater resilience in their learning.  KS2 

children also have the opportunity to learn musical instruments, sing in the 

choir, swim and take part in residential trips.  Teachers use ongoing 

assessments to inform their planning and children are expected to take 

greater ownership of their learning, particularly in setting themselves and 

working towards more challenging targets. In May, Year 6 children take 

their KS2 SATs and teachers work closely with the High Schools to plan 

children’s smooth transition into the secondary phase of their education. 

 



Religious Education 

We are a non-denominational school but are required by government to 

provide Religious Education for all children. We deliver this through regular 

RE focus days.   

We also have daily assemblies for all pupils which reflect Christian 

values/morals and fortnightly assemblies from Rev Sue Upton. 

Sex and Relationship Education 

Our Sex and Relationships education focuses on developing the skills that 

children need to establish and maintain positive relationships.  It also 

enables young people to make responsible and informed decisions about 

their health and well-being. 

At Key Stage 1 children learn to recognise similarities and differences 

between themselves and others, and to identify and share their feelings 

with each other.  At Key Stage 2 children learn to express their opinions 

about relationships and to listen to and support others, including respecting 

other people’s viewpoints and beliefs.  Children in the later years of Key 

Stage 2 will discuss life processes including the physical changes that take 

place at puberty, why they happen and how to manage them. 

Parents and Carers of Key Stage 2 children will be fully informed of 

content and resources to be used before lessons take place.  They have 

the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the sex and 

relationships education provided at school.  

Homework 

Children spend far more time at home than at school and research shows 

that the most successful learners are those whose parents support them.  

Homework also helps children to learn how to organise themselves and is 

an excellent preparation for High School.  Please help your child with work 

sent home and ensure that they are reading regularly.  This is part of the 

‘Home School Agreement’ which is a very important document that 

parents are required to sign. 

 



Extended Curriculum & Breakfast Club 

We provide a range of opportunities for children to extend their learning.  

We have peripatetic teachers offering music lessons for a variety of 

instruments (These incur an extra charge in line with government 

guidelines), afterschool clubs and activities at lunchtimes.  These range 

from sporting activities such as gymnastics, netball and football to non-

sporting skills such as cookery, art, pottery and drama. 

We also have a Breakfast Club which runs from 7.45am. Forms for 

these clubs are available from the school reception and must be 

paid for in advance. 

Educational Visits 

These form a valuable part of the children’s learning and 

development. In addition to being fun, the trips are closely linked to 

the curriculum.  All children are expected to attend day visits; they 

provide an opportunity for the children to extend their learning 

beyond the classroom, making full use of the local resources 

available.  Charges for such trips are made according to the cost 

incurred by the school and we try to source the best prices.  

Parental contributions for these are voluntary but please be aware 

that classes may not be able to go ahead with trips if contributions 

do not cover most or all of the cost.  At Key Stage 2 children have 

the opportunity to participate in residential trips. 

We may be able to contribute towards the cost of these for parents 

receiving benefits, or whose children have social educational 

needs. 

School Council 

Our School Council plays an important role in discussing issues 

relating to whole school improvement and in the decision making 

process within the school.  It is made up of children from Year 1 to 

Year 6 (including children from the SRB) who are elected by their 

class to serve on the council and represent their views. 



Special Educational Needs 

 

 

Specialist Resource Base 

We have a Specialist Resource Base (SRB) for Cognition and Learning 

which delivers short-term targeted support for children referred from local 

schools, as well as our own. Children attend the SRB for two terms and are 

provided with a broad, practical and personalised curriculum designed to 

re-engage them in learning. The children are also involved in the 

mainstream school, attending assemblies and sharing playtimes. The school 

operates as a community, caring for each other. 

Following their 2 terms, the children are then supported along with staff 

from their home school, in their transition back to their normal setting.  

Special Needs 

We are fortunate at Hillside to have staff with particular expertise in 

supporting children with special needs. 



All children are monitored by their class teacher and any child showing 

difficulties may be offered a differentiated curriculum. If they continue to 

show difficulties, they will be referred to the school’s Special Educational 

Needs Coordinator (SENCO) and given an SEN Support Plan in consultation 

with parents. This may also include support from outside agencies such as 

Speech and Language Therapy which following consultation with parents, 

the school will arrange. On occasions, where pupils are identified with a 

significant or longer term special education need or disability, they may 

move onto an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). 

A differentiated curriculum throughout the school gives all children the 

opportunity to reach their full potential.  In addition we provide a range of 

learning experiences and opportunities for children who are identified as 

more able. 

Accessibility 

Our school is accessible to all children, staff and visitors.  We ensure 

that all children have equal access to all aspects of school life. 

 

 

 



Parents in Partnership 

 

 

Communication 

We highly value and are always looking for ways to improve 

communication with parents.  In addition to sending home letters, we have 

a Facebook page and a texting service which are especially helpful as they 

are immediate. We also have an Information TV Channel displayed in the 

waiting area and on the playground, which provides up-to-date school and 

government information.   

Please ensure we have your current details and telephone/mobile numbers.  

It is especially important we have a contact number in case your child is ill 

or has an accident.  We need to know if your child has allergies or medical 

conditions that could affect their school life. Please visit our website for 

further information (www.hillside.norfolk.sch.uk). 

http://www.hillside.norfolk.sch.uk/


Parent/Teacher Consultation 

We hold parents’ evenings during the Autumn and Spring terms when you 

are invited to meet with your child’s class teacher.  These evenings are 

organised on an appointment system.  However, staff are always willing to 

make appointments to meet with parents throughout the year should the 

need arise. 

A report of your child’s progress is sent to you at the end of the summer 

term.  This will include results of any assessments taken at the end of KS1 

and KS2.  You are welcome to make an individual appointment with your 

child’s teacher if you wish to discuss the end of the year report. 

Friends of Hillside Association (FOHA) 

Friends of Hillside is a group of parents and friends committed to raising 

funds used to benefit the children of Hillside Primary. 

Extra help is always needed for their fundraising events and activities which 

include discos, seasonal fairs and competitions.  They meet regularly and 

new members are welcome. Contact details can be found on our Website. 

Making a Complaint 

If you are unhappy about any aspect of your child’s education or 

experience at school you should firstly see your child’s class 

teacher.  Hopefully the issue will be resolved quickly but if further 

help is needed you should contact the Head Teacher. 

If after this time you are still unhappy that the matter is unresolved you 

should inform the Head Teacher that you wish to make a formal complaint.  

You will be given a copy of the Complaints procedure and if necessary the 

name and address of the Chair of Governors and who you can write to.  A 

copy of our complaints procedure is on our website. 



Safeguarding 

 

 

Safeguarding Officers 

Safeguarding covers instances where it is thought that children are victims 

of possible harm.  We take this issue very seriously and it is important to us 

that our children feel safe and happy at all times both at home and at 

school.  The Head and Deputy are the designated officers for 

safeguarding.  Our safeguarding policy is on our website but paper copies 

may be obtained from the office. 

Security 

During the school day all entrances to the school are locked.  Entry through 

the main door is by security system.  All visitors must sign the visitors’ book on 

arrival and departure. 

Traffic Problems 

The roads around the school get very congested, so to ensure the safety of 

all, please do not park on the yellow lines/zig-zags, block our neighbours’ 

drives or park in the staff car park.   



Parents must not use the car park to drop off their child, unless they or their 

child has a disability. Children are allowed to cycle to school with the 

supervision of their parents, but they must wear a helmet.  We have a bike 

shed on the main playground, where the children can leave their cycles.  

These must be locked during the school day. Please make sure your 

children use the crossing patrols where provided. 

Medical Matters 

Please do not send your child to school if they are obviously unwell.  If your 

child has had vomiting or diarrhoea they must stay off school for 48 hours 

from the last bout of sickness or diarrhoea, to avoid passing this on to other 

children. 

If your child needs to take medicines whilst at school this is the responsibility 

of the parents.  Medicines can only be administered within school at the 

discretion of the Head Teacher.  A form can be obtained from the school 

office for this purpose.  Medicine can only be used if it is in its original 

container bearing the child’s name, dosage and instructions. 

Children must never be given medicines to take themselves in school. 

Parents should note that the school will not accept responsibility for the 

administration of medicines to children if; 

 The timing of the administration is crucial 

 Some technical or medical knowledge or expertise is required. 

 

If your child suffers with asthma and needs an inhaler you should advise the 

school office who will give you a form to complete for the Asthma Co-

ordinator. Inhalers are kept securely in classrooms for ready availability 

when needed.  

Attendance 

Research has shown that pupils’ school attendance from the outset has a 

direct impact on their GCSE results.  We are required to track each child’s 

attendance regularly and we work with families where attendance looks to 

drop to 90% and below.   



For this reason, please make sure that your child comes to school, even 

with minor coughs and colds. Similarly, you are not permitted to take your 

child on holiday during term time. 

If you take your child out of school for a holiday (unless for exceptional 

circumstances) and/or their attendance drops below an acceptable level 

you will receive a fine from the Local Authority.  

If your child needs to be off school for any reason please phone the school 

and leave a message on our absence line at the beginning of the day.  If 

your child becomes unwell while at school we will ring you to collect them, 

therefore it is vital that you make sure we have up to date contact 

numbers.  We also provide a texting service to keep you up to date with 

events. 

If we have no explanation why a pupil is absent we will use our texting 

service to ask you to contact us.  If your child has been absent please 

ensure that you phone or send in a note, explaining the reason for the 

absence or it will be recorded as unauthorised. We also need written or 

verbal confirmation if a child cannot take part in PE, Swimming or will be 

collected in school hours for a medical appointment. 

If your child is to be collected by someone other than yourself - such as 

another parent or family member – it is vital for the safety of your our 

children that we are notified of this by you personally. 

 



School Uniform 

 

 

General 

 Grey skirts/trousers 

 Burgundy cardigan or sweatshirt 

 White blouses 

 White polo shirts 

 Tie (optional, but compulsory in Year 6)  

 Sensible shoes in an appropriate colour, no trainers 
 

PE 

All children are expected to change for PE and the following kit needs to 

be in school every day; 

 White t-shirt 

 White or black shorts 

 Trainers 

 Tracksuit for outdoor activities 

 



When swimming, girls should have a one piece costume, boys should have 

trunks and everyone should have a swimming hat and towel. Bikinis and 

long leg shorts are not allowed. 

All items of Hillside uniform may be purchased from Harrison, who also 

operate a ‘savings’ scheme.  They can be located at 86, High Street, 

Gorleston, telephone number 01493 662214. 

Jewellery 

For the safety of the children the only jewellery allowed in school, other 

than for religious reasons, are small flat ear studs and watches. 

Watches and earrings must be removed for PE and swimming lessons. The 

children are responsible for removing their own earrings. 

If you are having your child’s ears pierced please do it over the summer 

holidays so they are able to remove them on the days they have PE and 

swimming.  They will not be able to take part in swimming whilst wearing 

earrings as this is the policy of the swimming pool. 

No nail vanish or make-up is to be worn. It is advisable to have long hair 

tied back at school for ease of working and to prevent the spread of head-

lice.  

 



School Meals 

 

We provide well-balanced healthy meals cooked on the premises. School 

Meals are currently free to all children in Key Stage 1 or are £2.10 for 

children in Key Stage 2.  Meals should be paid for in advance, preferably 

by cheque. We also have a dinner credit system so you can pay a lump 

sum and use the credits when you need them.  Please send money into 

school in a named envelope on a Monday. 

Children can bring their own packed lunches but we do ask that parents 

provide a healthy adequate lunch with no fizzy drinks, sweets or nuts. 

Children in KS1 are provided with a piece of fruit at break time and KS2 

children have a tuck shop at morning break. 



Free meals are provided to those families that are entitled.  Forms are 

available from the school office.  It would help us greatly if all eligible 

families complete a form, even if their child is in Key Stage 1 or they feel 

they may not need them. 

We encourage the children to bring a bottle of water, which will be 

available within the classroom, to be sipped throughout the day.  Please 

do not add fruit juice, as this can affect your child’s dental health and we 

find that children get used to water very quickly. 

 

 

 

A picture of the Eclipse created on a computer. 

By Austin 

 

 

 

We hope you have enjoyed reading our prospectus and have found all the 

information that you were looking for. Should you wish to find out more 

about the school then please visit our website (www.hillside.norfolk.sch.uk) 

or contact our school office (01493661399). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Children first, last and always! 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside Primary School 
Lords Lane                                                                                                Headteacher: Simon Minter 

Bradwell                                                                           Chair of Governors: Rev’d Charles Powles 

Great Yarmouth 

Norwich 

Nr31 8PA 

 

Tel: 01403 661399 

Fax: 01493 443153 

Email: office@hillside.norfolk.sch.uk   

Website: www.hillside.norfolk.sch.uk                                                 School Hours: 8.45am-3.10pm 

 

 



 


